an exhaust port in fluid connection with the main cavity for establishing a vacuum in the 
main cavity; 

a cover for sealing the opening when the cover is supported by the chamber wall, 
comprising: 

a first section adjacent to the main cavity, wherein the first section of the cover is 
supported by the chamber wall; 

a second section on a side of the first section opposite of the main cavity, wherein 
the second section is supported by the first section; [and] 

a pocket between the first section and the second section[, wherein the pocket 
extends above the region of the first section upon which the critical element is 
supported]; and 

a critical element supported by a region of the first section and extending into the main 
cavity fix)m the first section, wherein [the] support [between] of the second section [and] by the 
first section is not above [the] support of the critical element by the first section , wherein the 
pocket extends betwe en the first section and the second section above the reg i on of the first 
section upon which the critical element is supported, so that at least part of the first section is 
between the critical element and the pocket , 

9. (Once Amended) The apparatus, as recited in claim 8, wherein the cover further comprises a 
vacuum tight seal between the first section and the second section , and a vacuum tight seal 
between the first section and the vacuum chamber wall . 

12. (Once Amended) The apparatus, as recited in claim II, wherein the cover fiirther comprises a 
vacuum tight seal between the first section and the [second section] vacuxmi chamber wall . 

13. (Cancelled) 



Atty. Dkt. No. LAM 1 PI 44/P0665 Page 2 of 1 1 



App. No. 09/634,806 



20. (Cancelled) 



21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Once Amended) The apparatus, as recited in claim [21] 1, wherein the critical element is an 
electrode and further comprising a radio frequency power source electrically connected to the 
electrode. 



23. (Once Amended) An apparatus, comprising; 

a vacuum chamber wall defining a main cavity and an opening; 

an exhaust port in fluid connection with the main cavity for establishing a vacuum in the 
main cavity; 

a cover for sealing the opening when the cover is supported by the chamber wall, 
comprising: 

a first section adjacent to the main cavity, wherein the first section of the cover is 
supported by the chamber wall; 

a second section on a side of the first section opposite of the main cavity, wherein 
the second section is supported by the first section only where the first section is 
supported by the chamber walls; and 

a pocket between the first section and the second section[, wherein the pocket 
extends above the region of the first section upon which the critical element is 
supported]; 

a vacuum tight seal between the first section and the second section: and 

a critical element supported by a region of the first section and extending into the main 
cavity fi-om the first sectio n, wherein the pocket extends above the region of the first section 



Atty. Dkt. No. LAM1P144/P0665 



Page 3 of 11 



App. No. 09/634,806 



